






Theory

• Abstract

• complicated 

• Academic

• generic meanings

Practice

• goal oriented

• untidy 

• fixed in location 
and time



Architecture

Urban Design

• how to envisage the 
physical form of cities

• how to study the history 
of urban form



Urban Planning

Urban Design

Theoretical arguments:

• urban design as a 
process

• classification of theory 
into the descriptive and 
the prescriptive

• critical debates in urban 
design



Sociological theories

Urban Design

• Manifesting urban design 
theory as a way of 
understanding the social 
meaning of urban form 

• studying people’s 
behaviors 

• designing in accordance 
with everyday life
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