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Minding the Gap

The probl
conceptio

* Abgsiract

* coniplicated

* Acdtlemic

* gerngric meanings
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Practice
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Minding the Gap

The probl
conceptio

Contributions of Architecture

|
Architectlire

urban design practice is a creative process giving physical form to

public spaces and is mainly, if not solely, done by the designer

Urbalj Design

g to enpisage the
phyisical form of cities

how to stugy the history
of urban f@rm




Minding the Gap

The probl
conceptio

Contributions of P

lanning

] |
Urban Planning *+

S

urban design practice is closer to systematically following the

procedure of decision making and therefore the role of the

desigher becomes that of a collaborator and researcher.

Urbalj Design

Thgaretical arguments:

uflban design as a
Pragess

classificatjon of theory
Into the déscriptive and
the prescitjfptive

antiecalceates in urban
design




Minding the Gap

conceptions

Contributions of spciology |

Urbalj Design

- : I 1y Wanifesting urban design
Sociological theorie Hekry as fl way of

" urigierstangling the social
medning @f urban form

studying people’s
behaviors

I - 5\ i In accordlance
Theory, is relevant to understanding the specific characteristics of a with everyday life

society and the ways in which it produces and adapts space. Theory
IS more descriptive than prescriptive. Practice is seen as embodying

power and imposing a certain set of interests over others.




Minding the Gap

or complex synergies?
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Models of interaction between theory and practice
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Minding the Gap

Identifyin
designers

Study participants

\
 Nine writers were||ntelivie HNed, all ofliarhio V\/«“}

|
involved with acadlemijajat i proff ” ﬂorj [ levil
|

were from the UK|twda|flron ¢!

Australian universjties. !

« Thirteen practitiorjers were interviewed from a

sample of those ufjban designers whose work

appears inspiring il il e rbe __ . —



Minding the Gap

Common
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Interview
Concept! N :
« A set of concepts iippe E“P to be irh o Yin il o T iM |
forming the contejt in|whj l tthHLte gction ‘
between theory aljid p acti%ﬁ)mlrhrs.
* Most of these con(jepti com J“Hﬁe subjeit|ye factolis %

that professionalsjjuse in order to explain how they

work - to make sejise of their experience. Q,Q\Q(E.V'\S
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Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Government
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Governments and thjgir p I"cles directly Jf Uierice t“he
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production of urban|esigjri L)\L 'h In aﬁﬂ

practice.

L"or resedrdhlwas

For academics, govejinmeint fina MHF
|

o

paramount. For the [jractitioners, governmetit policies ai

projects were found|io be more important.

For both practitionefis and academics, governmental llﬁ R
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interaction between theory and practice.

support of institutiol

[

Findings: both widened
and narrowed the gap
Depending on occasion



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

11} H& %*&W&M*Hé

Personal choice
 What practitioners dip is t ﬁ ecessarilyf Jf-: neE by the ;i
best and most recerj res rchfonduw 2d [l afiadet i
» Practitioners repeat¢dly cent‘pm tmfat adddeimics cl‘ﬁ nhot
understand the complexifits of U;“W uorojec :
|

* Many successful prafjtitioners and academics decided to
find ways to benefit|from such interaction, This type of
interaction is not the'd8tiiHant rodel ey either Ggrol iy o

professionals.

Findings: widened
the gap



Minding the Gap

Common

11} H& %*gﬂ&%*ﬂé

interview
Chance | l &«
|

 As is the case with gj| hu \ﬂ | knowledguc gl 1l rﬂ@t

contributions to botl|i thepiy Fl vd praoﬂ:”,’e Imive Ifapmwked

through unforeseen|jncidiints.
 chance can be seenis a yelelwﬂ)mrm in the||pr »ﬂluctior Af

1

successful theory angj practice.
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Findings: narrowed
the gap



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Education and proffessionalisation HHHHHHH\HH

11} %& %*gﬁ&%*ﬂé

| = i
\ ‘H m
 Some interviewees tjfiink FU“ it is possm e D i 'seh the "
gap between theoryjjand mlrn“fe thrg“gh (il u :jticM. il
« Others argued that é¢ducdtion Uu”,lsi .Lesa alfiation
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Findings: widened the gap
But by changing the expectations
of the professional, the gap can be
diminished in the future




Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Clients

e The interviewees sa\

professional as a li
* Many influential wo
without a client’s ge
* the designer needs i

the value of design ¢
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dblish a nLutuaI understanding!pf
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1d research

11} %& %*&Wé%*“é

Findings: negotiation skills should
be taught as an academic part of

urban design



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Being proactive
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m;piring andl i liether way of
ﬁ} H\“od I8l 1 <»rexw

|
on the problem and||less r1itérJ Y| ﬂjulaii« n
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- Practitioners felt thigjto by |i H
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making their influen(te fe|, a
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 Not available to all gjrofesiiipnals
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Findings: dealing with urban
problems through regulated
processes limits innovative
solutions.



Minding the Gap

Common
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Interview

Communication

» a fundamental skill fipr ur m“ de5|gner§ ” I diiss miH@tmgﬁ
‘ hal:u;. il

iIdeas and working with aqjif ar lrofessjuﬂ

communication amdjngsttheir ﬂ

* individuals expresse( cor
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Findings: Communication,
along with negotiation, can lessen
the gap.



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Site Visits |

H |l

11} H& %*g 6%*

« A principal source ofjlearfiing and helpfil'in|déveloping

understanding. |

 Successful built envijionn
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-
and practice interfa¢e or [inlen nr l
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|
 Visiting successful sifies irispires both practitioriers and

theorists and visiting||bad environments has a similarly

iImportant influence

Findings: Narrows the gap



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

History

* history is theory and

« Some of the intervie

ideas against the les

* Itis impossible to tj
* In many societies, t

resistance
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Findings: Narrows the gap in most
cases



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Location

il H&I %*gw&w*ﬂé

\
» The actual location ¢f prg 'e#”rionals forrﬁ il

* increased access to |{how EC‘

3 t and pfq mesr 1l

bigger cities compaliied tajplacetw

ﬁeth‘a

community is more ficattgired “

« clients are also affecjed by the cuIJure of thei

Findings: Narrows the gap



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Research |
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* research is a key corjteptjin the interactifr e Medlln the”m 'y
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and practice H ‘ y h
\dmpintc knoliec

| jeh.
enhances the experignce||d ’citiég "‘
|

» research is responsitjle fol deve e,w
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I |
Nine interviewees I-J ‘ntioned that Lesearc:h can lessen tt
r

()

gap between theory|jand practice (what they mean by

research varies significantly)

+ Research can be seel'ds'a'Way'td expaid existing theories s

or be informative for new ones.

Findings: Narrows the gap but
heeds support



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

A comprehensive View

Il H& %*gﬂ& Yl *Hé
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environment gave thje pralcii .ﬂ”rers a Jl Lus 2l

|
debate about the nejd fdif @ co mprw Lnsivalfr new«HHnr.
| |
 Some interviewees riggarded a chwprehen; e(liew as ”
I
necessity for an urbénh designer anl:l cited it'das'a reason U r .
their own success. : ~
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Findings: Establishing a
comprehensive view has the
potential, to narrow the gap



Minding the Gap

Common
interview

Orthodoxies of urbh

« Urban designis an a

guidelines and how-

employing a solutiol

 Having established :

broaden the gap be

effectiveness of urbe

Il Hé %*gﬂ& Yl *Hé

an design
iy
H

-

[— |
{7
==

—

| |
M‘Id. Therefﬂ elielis % delﬂ
‘ V‘Hjersta 1dinig th
*
I

plieil A
\ | ol
I. This aniiplif %ntial'
withigut lr’q h
|
set Of ideas ai urban design orthooh

0-d¢ teJ,"M q‘ s(ithe IW
’ M problg

een theory and practice, and neutralizes

design thinking.
A TG

Findings: widens the gap



Minding the Gap

Analyzing
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 The concepts identiijied are of a disparate nature”””{mw'm'al,

| | ”|
approaches or activitjes). “ t many of thq'i' v ~|Ié\|‘P and | |

| "|
dj| W.o threk|grauips | | ||

Influence each othe

« These factors can be|divic

(D)

|
fnmp‘ ’L in whilichliurban H

2. those belonging tg|the dipmain o#' J““e professiihn

1. those that belong (ip the|p ggerl

design operates;

3. those belonging tathe individual domain.

+ |ldentified factors wejie seen to have negative or positive

influences on the in{gnaahimmimetiaamimmemmy S kP
practice




Minding the Gap

Analyzing
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Personal choice

all|
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Conclusions
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- Theory anJi pr: ZL
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aims, the

te processes, they have similar
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#scribed bﬁusing theg set of concepts they both

|

ﬁbncepts would be helpful in making

best Q:I

- Having a mett It uncﬂ
a better f

desi

@ﬂndinﬁg fithese

- knowledge¢ is not passing seamlessly from|ione Tarty to the other.
|

- Theory and practice are generated through dynimic mechanisms
- The mechanisms for renewing an understanding are highly flexible.

* There are Dot BraGssaeHSR5 MR AtMRnATEMAW|theories or practices

c commuhnication is important but is happening in an untidy way and cannot
be fully presented in any list of channels. Key channels are ways of
transferring knowledge.

- research and education are important solutions for lessening the divide.
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"A theory is no? at 1em)y at/all, until M‘ has
been used In plactice cweﬂ 'a cang 'delj&”ﬂble

period of time” |

-Reade, 1987




